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Today’s Topics

• Work Zone Crash Data

• National WZ Safety Awareness Week

• Overview of Maintenance and Utility Traffic 

Control Guidelines (MUTCG)
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Work Zone Crash Data

• 2020 – 5,942 work zone crashes resulting in 43 

fatalities

• 40% higher than 2019 and 45% above than the 5-year 

average

• 2021 – 6,217 work zone crashes resulting in 28 

fatalities

• 32% lower than 2020 and 10% below the 5-year average

• Data through 12/31/2021, however number aren’t 

considered final until late spring to account for delayed 

fatalities and updated investigations 
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5 Year Trend of Work Zone 

Crashes
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5 Year Trend for WZ Fatalities
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Work Zone Crash Data

• Most work zone crashes occur on days when the 

weather is good, the sun is out, and the road is dry

• If the motorist is comfortable, you shouldn’t be!
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National Work Zone Safety Awareness Week  

April 11-15, 2022
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Wear Orange Day April 13th

Show support for those killed in 
work zones as well as their 
families.

Post images to social media

#Orange4Safety

#GoOrangeDay



Welcome Center I-95 SB in Northampton County just 

south of the Virginia Line

April 5-7, 2022  Press Conference TBA



MUTCG – What is it?

• Basic Knowledge 

Document for 

working within 

Department R/W

• Predates current 

training 

requirements

• Does not replace 

RSDs or the 

MUTCD

• A resource that 

blends info from 

the both the 

RSDs and Part 6 

of the MUTCD
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MUTCG Blends the RSDs with MUTCD
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MUTCD categorizes work 
zones by duration

• Long Term Stationary –
More than 3 Days

• Intermediate Term 
Stationary – 1 to 3 Days

• Short Term Stationary –
More than an Hour

• Mobile – a WZ that 
moves intermittently

• MUTCD includes 46 Typical 
Applications from which 
the RSDs are derived.

• RSDs do not cover every 
situation 



MUTCG Blends the RSDs with the MUTCD

• The RSDs are best suited for TTC inside 

long term stationary work zones

• MUTCG is resource to help implement 

TTC that is not detailed in the RSDs or 

specifically described in the MUTCD 

– Short Term Stationary – More than an Hour

– Mobile – a WZ that moves intermittently

– When and how to deviate
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Flagging 

Example

MUTCD 

allows for 

the use of a 

single 

flagger in 

certain 

situations.
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RSD for Flagging
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Mobile Operation Example
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Mobile Operation – Mowing (1)
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Mobile Shoulder Closure



Mobile Operation – Mowing (2)
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Narrow Shoulder – Mobile Lane Closure



Short Duration – Litter Pickup (1)
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Everything is entirely on the shoulder.  
Short duration shoulder closure



Short Duration – Litter Pickup (2)
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Narrow Shoulder, no straddling the edgeline with the TMA, entirely 
within the closed lane – Short Duration Lane Closure

MUTCG Blends the RSDs with the MUTCD



Short Duration – Signal Maintenance
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Short Duration – Signal Maintenance
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Short Duration – Signal Maintenance
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Short Duration – Signal Maintenance
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MUTCG Blends the RSDs with the MUTCD

• Fills the gap between the MUTCD and 

what the MUTCD permits based on 

duration and what is shown in the RSDs.

• Includes details for 
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Mowing

Spraying

Shoulder 

Sweeping

Litter Pick 

Up

Pothole 

Patching

Sign Support 

Work

Signal Loop 

Installation & 

Repair

Metal Signal 

Pole Inspections



MUTCG – What Else is In It

“Need to Know” info for all Work Zones

– Role of the TC Supervisor

– Vehicle Warning Lights

– Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

– How to make sure you are seen by motorist
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MUTCG – What Else is In It

Concise information on TC Devices, Merge 

Taper Lengths, & Stopping Sight Distance

Concise information on both the location of 

the work relative to traffic and the duration of 

the work zone
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MUTCG - Summary

• It is a guidance document.  

• It is not a standalone training program and does not 

replace supervisor, installer, or flagging training.   

• It’s not meant to replace the RSDs,  Standard 

Specifications, or the MUTCD.  

• User friendly guide for the safe and proper installation for 

temporary traffic control.  
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MUTCG – Where to find It
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MUTCG – Where to find It
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Questions? / Comments

• Don Parker, PE, State Work Zone Engineer

• Phone: (919) 814 - 4935, Email: daparker@ncdot.gov
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